Session Plan: Science

Opening Words:

Cherish your doubts, for doubt is the attendant of truth.  Doubt is the key to the door knowledge, it is the servant of discovery.  A belief which may not be questioned binds w to error, for there is incompleteness and imperfection in every belief.

Doubt is the touchstone of truth; it is the acid which eats away the false. Let no one fear for truth, that doubt may consume it; for doubt is a testing of belief.

The truth, if it be truth, arises from each testing stronger, more secure.  Those who would silence doubt are filled with fear; their houses are built on shifting sands.

But those who fear not doubt, and know its use, are founded on rock.  They shall walk in the light of growing knowledge; the work of their hands shall endure.

Therefore let us not fear doubt, but let us rejoice in its help. It is to the wise as a staff to the blind; doubt is the attendant of truth.

                                     Rev. Robert Terry Weston

Check In:

Each person is asked to briefly state her/his answer to a question such as: What’s on your mind today? What do you need to leave behind in order to be fully present here? 

Presentation:

Carl Sagan writes: “At the heart of science is an essential balance between two         seemingly contradictory attitudes--an openness to new ideas no matter how bizarre or counterintuitive, and the most ruthless skeptical scrutiny of all ideas, old and new. This is how deep truths are winnowed from deep nonsense. The collective enterprise of creative and skeptical thinking, working together, keeps the  field  on track.  Those two seemingly contradictory attitudes are, though, in some tension.

Consider this claim: As I walk along, time--as measured by wristwatch on my aging process--slows down. Also, I shrink in the direction of motion. Also I get more massive. Who has ever witnessed such a thing? It's easy to dismiss it out of hand. Here's another: Matter and antimatter are all the time, throughout the Universe, being created from nothing. Here's a third: Once in a very great while, your car will spontaneously ooze through the brick wall of your garage and be found the next morning on the street. They're all absurd! But the first is a statement of special relativity, and the other two are consequences of quantum mechanics (vacuum fluctuations and barrier tunneling, they're called) Like it or not, that's the way the world is. If you insist it's ridiculous, you'll be forever closed to some of the major findings on the rules that govern the Universe.” 







The Demon-Haunted World

In Unitarian Universalism we have adopted both the attitude of openness to new  ideas and understanding and the long tradition of the use of reason in religion and thus the rejection of rooting our faith in miracIes and supernaturalism. We are a creedless tradition becuse we do not think that the truth can be fully known or articulated. And yet we are not and ought not to be a religion that believes in everything, or in nothing. Each of us must believe in something, must choose something as true or at least true enough to act on.

Questions:

?  What is the place of science in your religious life?

?  When you face a moral or ethical problem, what role does or doesn't

    science play in your decision making process?

?  “It's no good,” Richard Feynman once said, “asking why it is that way. No

    one knows why it is that way. That's just the way it is.”

Check Out:

A word or phrase about how you are feeling as this meeting ends?  Is there something you do not want to leave this meeting without saying?

Closing Words:

Up to now, most scientists have been too preoccupied with the development of new theories that describe what the universe is to ask the question why. On the other hand, the people whose business it is to ask why, the philosophers, have not been able to keep up with the advanced scientific theories. In the eighteenth century, philosophers considered the whole of human knowledge, including science, to be their field and discussed questions such as: Did the universe have a beginning? However, in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, science became too technical and mathematical for the philosophers, or anyone else except a few specialists....

However, if we do discover a complete theory, it should be understandable in broad principle to everyone, not just a few scientists. Then we shall all, philosophers, scientists and just ordinary people, be able to take part in the discussion of the question why it is that we and the universe exist. If we find the answer to that, it would be the ultimate triumph of human reason--for then we would know the mind of God.

A Brief History of Time, by Stephen Hawking 

(A book I read and did not understand. pjl)

