Session Plan: Community

Opening Words:

When I'm not wishing I could find a unicorn

I wish all my old friends knew each other

The very least they deserve is the pleasure of each other's company

We'd go down by the river

And the rocks would hum

With this rich collection of men and women

They would look around and see themselves

No longer isolated

No longer points in the darkness pointing nowhere

But as links in a magnificent chain of impossible flowers

Girdling the world and their talk

(they are all talkers)

would burst like spray in the sunlight

and I would smile saying nothing

with a bottle of beer in my hand

and a small white bird banging in my heart

Peter Meinke

Check In:

Each person is asked to briefly state her/his answer to a question such as: What’s on your mind today? What do you need to leave behind in order to be fully present here? 

Presentation:

Milenko Matanovic of the Pomegranate Society and an occasional speaker at East Shore always talks about affinity groups vs. community--the former are people who are 1ike us and the latter includes people who we don't necessarily agree with or share common interests with or even like.  He says  that most churches, and probably ours, are essentially an affinity group and not a community, the commonalities among us far exceed our differences.

Parker Palmer, a Quaker educator and social activist,  in one of his writings says: “I came up with my own definition of community after a year at Pendle Hill (a Quaker school and retreat center). Community is that place where the person you least want to live with always lives. At the end of my second year, I came up with a corollary. When that person moves away, someone else always arises immediately, to take his or her place.”

I often assume that community implies a harmonious and comfortable environment. Matanovic and Parker assume that real communities always include an element of contention, disruption, discomfort because they include diverse people who have to find a way to get along with differing world views, experiences and values. Matanovic and Parker challenge my conception of the meaning and value of community.  In response to the question “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan, and so he, too, challenges my conception of neighborliness.

Questions:


?  Describe the good qualities of your neighbors?


?  What do you do to build community? What would you like to do to build


   community?


?  If race and class are the great dividing lines in our society, say


   something about how these divisions affect you and your life.  Who is


   missing from your community?


?  Describe your “ideal community.” Where have you experienced it in whole


   or part?

Check Out:

A word or phrase about how you are feeling as this meeting ends?  Is there something you do not want to leave this meeting without saying?

Closing Words:

Our time together ends.

In the days before we come together again,

May our actions match our words,

May our thoughts be filled with love,

And may we truly make a difference in a troubled world.

Jim Wickman

